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Exploring the Northwest


School:  Aloha High


Recipient:  Helen Lovgren


Award:  $800


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
Thirty-five English Language Learning (ELL) students will be involved in a partnership and volunteer project with the Oregon Zoo.  Under the direction of the Oregon Zoo Education Department and the ELL teacher, this project will provide students with a learning opportunity to use both their first and second language skills, as they work as volunteers in the zoo’s Cascade Trail exhibit.  In preparation, students will research the animals of the Pacific Northwest.


School Yard Wildlife Habitat

School:  Aloha High


Recipient:  Sara Trakselis


Award:  $1,000


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
This project will provide students with a hands-on scientific inquiry experience that includes research and an opportunity for service learning.  The Advanced Placement Environmental class will design, create and implement a schoolyard wildlife habitat.  The habitat will allow students to study native vegetation and animals that frequent the site.  Students will also study the effect of the native vegetation on the creek by monitoring the chemistry of the creek.  


Film Stars from Afar

School:  Barnes Elementary


Recipient:  Crystal Pillifant, Ranee Solmonsson, Anastasia Webb and Noel Dizon


Award:  $1,000


Funding provided through the Dave Gettling Technology Fund
Third through fifth grade ELL students will be involved in this filmmaking project, producing films about their experience in Beaverton.  The focus will be on developing strong language skills as well as involving the students in a community building process.  Final products will be entered in the Beaverton District’s Signal to Noise Moving Image Media Festival.


Technology Integration for Special Education

School:  Beaver Acres


Recipient:  Allison Henning


Award:  $1,000


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
Grant funds will be used to integrate iPad technology into small group or individual activities to support students with communication disorders.  These students have limited communication skills and have higher success when provided with visual information.


Snatching Science for the Silver Screen

School:  Beaverton High School


Recipient:  Mike Blok and Jonathan Stoner


Award:   $930


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
Foam is streaming fifty centimeters above a cylinder.  A flower, after being dipped into liquid nitrogen, shatters into splinters when the instructor drops it.  In a chemical reactions unit, the teacher assembles powders, places them under a hood and then delights in student “oohs” and “ahhs” at this homemade firework.  These are science demonstrations that students should not miss, yet some do.  This project will capture science demonstrations onto video and distribute them to students who miss lab class via teacher websites and DVD’s. 


5th Grade College Planning

School:  Chehalem Elementary


Recipient:  Chris Sonnichsen


Award:  $1,000

Students who are given the opportunity to visit college campuses make the connection between their own education and future possibilities.  College becomes an accessible reality and high school completion becomes a necessity.  Grant funds will provide all 5th grade students with a day touring a local college campus.  The students will meet teachers, administrators and students, and they will visit lecture halls, dorm rooms, the library, and gym.


Raised Gardens

School:  Community Transitions Program


Recipient:  Steven Baer, Dylan Lee and Michelle Riley


Award: $1,000

The Raised Garden project will provide numerous benefits for the adult students with intellectual disabilities in the Community Transitions Program.  Students will construct the raised garden beds with assistance.  Once constructed each student will take part in the ongoing project of planting, caring for and maintaining the garden.  In the spring students will harvest the produce to be eaten during the program’s weekly class meals.   Surplus produce will be donated to the Oregon Food Bank.


Flipping Our Focus

School:  Findley Elementary


Recipient:  Terri Young, Rhea Larsen and Abigail Harris


Award:  $1,000


Funding provided through the Dave Gettling Technology Fund
Teaching 21st century students requires reaching them in ways that appeal to them.  Through the use of Flip cameras students will be able to write scripts supporting school-wide goals, film their work and use the films to improve school-wide focus.  Flip cameras will allow students to show improvement in communication skills and knowledge, while supporting the school focus.


Birdhouse Stewardship

School:  Five Oaks Middle


Recipient:  Gail Hjorth and Kristy Brady


Award: $747


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
A birdhouse stewardship project will help students to develop an understanding of the relationship between math and science and how human actions can affect an ecosystem.  Students will collect data on the birds in the local ecosystem and use the data to design, build and place birdhouses.


Ipod Touch for Math

School:  Hazeldale Elementary


Recipient:  Emily Reberry


Award:  $1,000


Funding was provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
This project will use Ipod Touches for math intervention.  Students will become more proficient in mathematical areas that they are weak in, by playing math games on Ipod Touches.  


ELL Instruction through Nintendo DS’s

School:  Hazeldale Elementary


Recipient:  Jennifer Hegberg


Award: $500


Funding was provided through the Dave Gettling Technology Fund
The purpose of this project is to use Nintendo DS’s, a handheld video game device, with English Language Learner (ELL) students to help learners obtain English proficiency.  The game, My Virtual Tutor-Reading, provides three levels of 7-8 stories and activities each, to help students build vocabulary and learn how the English language is organized, written and spoken.  The game also allows students to practice speaking the language.  The game is individualized and keeps track of each student’s progress.


GoToMIG’ing (Mission Impossible Study Groups)

School:  International School of Beaverton 


Recipient:  Tyson Lazzaro


Award: $1,000

Study groups will use mentors and technology to assist struggling students.  Mentor guides will help students learn how to “break-down” classroom assignments into manageable steps.  Study group members will use each other as accountability partners to complete school work on time.  Face-to-face meetings will be augmented with “web conferences”, from home computers using GoToMeeting.


Take My Teacher Home

School:  McKay Elementary


Recipient:  Debbie Bacos


Award: $1,000

Take My Teacher Home is a project that extends the school day in a fun and exciting way for kindergarten readers.  Students will benefit from teacher instruction by taking home an Ipod loaded with pre-recorded lessons.  Each lesson includes vocabulary, letter fluency, a song, poetry, literature and occasionally a writing exercise.


T-Shirt Company


School:  Merlo Station High School


Recipient:  Jared Agard, Bernadette Buxton


Award: $1,000

This high interest project will provide the business class with valuable work place experience through T-shirt printing and sales.  Students will gain experience in supply and demand, budgeting, sales forecasting, web design, shipping, advertising, start-up issues, commercial design and labor issues.


Seed the Change: Growing Community

School:  Mountain View Middle


Recipient:  Maria Rachel Guevara


Award: $1,000


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
In this collaborative 6th grade project, students will make real world connections to math, science, technology and humanities, by planning, designing and growing a garden for a large-scale cooking project with a professional chef.  Students will work in teams of “landscape architects”, researching crops, designing planter boxes, pricing materials and constructing boxes.  The novel “Seedfolks” will be read in conjunction, providing a context for exploration of ethics, community and social responsibility.  


Stands and Delivering

School:  Mountain View Middle


Recipient: Karen Rollins and Laura Wiles


Award: $995

Standing desks and stools will be purchased with grant funds, to optimize the academic day of students who are unable to sit still.  Standing desks will allow students to be more attentive to lessons as they will be able to stand and move a bit, allowing the release of pent-up energy.


Communication Across the World

School:  Ridgewood Elementary


Recipient:  Deborah Alvarez


Award: $890

Students will go through Skype to exchange ideas and collaborate on projects with schools within the community and in other areas of the world.  Each student team will develop photo books to build a storyline of the action they have taken toward becoming more internationally minded.


Connections and Relevancy Using Literature Circles

School:  Southridge High


Recipient:  Susan Murai


Award: $646

Literature circles will allow students to improve their analytical and writing skills, work cooperatively and discuss conflicts that are relevant and personal, within the confines of fictional characters.  Students select a novel they read and work in small groups focusing on that particular novel, as well as participate in large group activities in which mini-lessons will be taught focusing on thematic ideas, and class discussions centering around real-life adolescent issues, that are the conflicts in the books.


Dam Expedition

School: Springville K-8


Recipient:  Dan Shedden and Penny Patrick


Award: $1,000


Funding was provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
As part of an in-depth study of dams, how they impact the environment and how they benefit and/or harm humans, grant funding will provide the opportunity for four field studies to local dams.  The sixth grade students will create podcasts and vodcasts to teach others about the issues dams raise.


What is Good Food?

School: Springville K-8


Recipient:  Pam Abbott, Jessica Jensen and Teresa Lewers


Award: $1,000

With the help of local farmers, distribution centers and grocery stores, first grade students will see food as a living substance that needs care not only while in the ground, but as it travels from farm to table.  Students will learn about fresh vs. packaged food and the effects of each on overall health.  There will be an end-of-year celebration feast that includes eating the “good food” from the school garden.


Opal Creek Ancient Forest Overnight

School:  Vose Elementary


Recipient:  Karen Harger


Award: $1,000


Funding provided through the Mike Osborne Memorial Award Fund
Grant funding will provide students with an overnight science immersion experience.  Due to economic and cultural backgrounds, many students do not get the hands-on experiences of going to forest habitats.  Students will solidify their academic knowledge with an overnight trip to the Opal Creek Ancient Forest Center.  Students will explore sustainability, ecology, watersheds, astronomy and geology through hikes, observations and journaling.  They will present a science fair project based on their experience.


Organisms Revealed!

School:  West Tualatin View Elementary


Recipient:  Karen Gotting and Joni Hedman


Award: $994


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
This interactive science project will allow fourth and fifth grade students to observe and record images of small organisms in the classroom setting.  With specialized digital microscopes, students will record the organisms and hypothesize how the organisms are affected by their environment using time elapsed photography and written observations. They will use the images and written observations to storyboard and create a video to share the results of their scientific inquiry.


Science Inquiry Watershed Study

School:  Westview High


Recipient:  Debbie Cooper


Award: $1,000


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
Grant funding will provide students an opportunity to participate in a hands-on science inquiry watershed study in their community.  Eight groups of students will study eight natural areas in the Beaverton area.  Each area has a stream running through it.  Students will carry out a series of water quality tests and various field assessment labs at their assigned site, using information they learned in the classroom.


Together We Can

School: William Walker Elementary


Recipient:  Sheryl Feuz


Award: $750

The Together We Can project targets both Special Education and English Language Learners (ELL) with a focus on comprehension strategies from multiple research-based and successfully documented literacy-based reading programs.  The use of an enriching class library with targeted mini-lessons will increase background knowledge, build vocabulary and comprehension skills and inspire a love of reading in struggling readers.


Engineering Design

School:  10 Classrooms throughout the District



   5 Kindergarten and 5 First Grade Classrooms


Recipient: Carol Biskupic Knight


Award: $988


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
In the school setting the opportunity to have students apply their natural curiosity and the engineering process into their everyday learning can be limited.  Grant funding will provide highly motivating, student-engaged engineering design kits for targeted kindergarten and first grade classrooms in the District, to implement “Engineering is Elementary” lessons.  Using hands-on activities during integrated science and literacy instruction, students will design and improve hand pollinators or walls to solve real-world-based dilemmas using the engineer design process.


Science Research for All

School:  Aloha, Beaverton, Southridge, Sunset and Westview High Schools


Recipient: Susan Holveck


Award: $1,000


Funding provided through the Building STEAM 4 All Program
The completion of a science research project can be both personally gratifying and an extraordinary educational experience that is truly life changing for a student.  Science competitions are an avenue where college scholarships are awarded and connections made to research scientists and engineers.  However, not all students have the resources to be able to participate in these experiences.  Grant funds will be used for students needing financial support to complete their science research and engineering projects, so that they can fully benefit from participating in science research and the science fair experience.

With thanks to our generous donors, including the Dave Gettling Technology Fund, The Mike Osborne Memorial Award Fund and the Building STEAM 4 All Program, the Beaverton Education Foundation was able to award $24,240.00, funding 26 classroom projects.
